
BRIGHAM CITY SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
Minutes for TUESDAY, November 18, 2008 

 
Present: Mary Coleman, Commission Member  

Phyllis Nielsen, Commission Member 
Mike Phillips, Commission Member  
Adelle Woodworth, Commission Member  

 
City Staff: Blake Fonnesbeck, Director Public Works 
  Scott Oldham, Parks Supervisor 
 Jolene Crockett, Administrative Secretary 

 
Excused: Tyler Pugsley, Assistant Public Works Director 

 
Absent: Ruth Jensen, Council Member 

Floyd Reichard, Chair 
 
Meeting was called to order at 4:30pm 
 
TreeTreeTreeTree Trimming  Trimming  Trimming  Trimming & Removal & Removal & Removal & Removal Report:Report:Report:Report:    
Scott said we have had extensive tree trimming and that we have spent $35,000 to 
this point.  Mike asked if we were catching up.  Blake said we are still behind.  He 
stated because branches fell down and hit cars on Main Street our insurance required 
we put together a 4 year trimming plan.  Estimates to trim the trees on south Main 
Street were upwards of a $100,000.  Blake said we put crews together with the 
Arborist and found we were able to trim two sides for $20,000 and cleaned up other 
neglected areas.  Now in the winter time we are going to do more trimming.   
 
Blake said we are going to try and explain to the council that if we have a consistent 
budget for trimming of trees we can keep on top of it. Blake said we would like to get 
North Main done next year.  We noticed with the wind storm last Labor Day we had 
very little clean up on the south end and quite a bit on the north end. 
 
Phyllis stated we have the lift truck.  Blake said Scott has a lot of experience with tree 
trimming so it won’t be such a daunting task.  Scott said he met with his crews and put 
a list together for winter tree trimming.  Mike said he thinks it is great that the crews 
are being proactive.  He said sycamores take a lot of maintenance and upkeep.  We 
have talked in the past that we are falling further and further behind.  Mike said most 
of what falls is dead.  It is nice to see that the lift truck is being used.  
 
Scott said he has a tree hazard evaluation form that the crews will begin to use.  Scott 
went over this form with the Commission.  This will give us a tracking of what is going 
on with a tree when it comes time for removal.  Mike said in the past when we did get 
a request it was just is it good or bad?  Mike said pruning a tree is not just cutting 
branches. Scott said this will help us in defending tree neglect in the parking strip. 
 
 

    
Discussion Discussion Discussion Discussion –––– Ordinance  Ordinance  Ordinance  Ordinance CCCChange to hange to hange to hange to Include Ability to TInclude Ability to TInclude Ability to TInclude Ability to Ticket for icket for icket for icket for Tree Neglect in the Tree Neglect in the Tree Neglect in the Tree Neglect in the 
Parking SParking SParking SParking Strips trips trips trips –––– Scott Oldham Scott Oldham Scott Oldham Scott Oldham    



Scott said it will be good if this comes from us.  Blake said we have some ideas and 
see what you think.  Scott said we want to be able to ticket t the individuals or the 
responsible parties.  Blake said it gives us a better ability because it follows a paper 
trail.  If the tree dies then we have a way to put the cost of removal on the 
homeowner. 
 
Mike said it’s not right when you have a conscientious neighborhood and then you 
have someone who doesn’t take care of their area.  We are all citizens and neighbors.  
It is part of being in a society.  Mike said grass is a tremendous user of water and trees 
are not nearly as much. 
 
Phyllis asked if the parks division will monitor what is going on in the city.  Mike said it 
isn’t only “big brother” they notice.  Scott said we know the ones who are stressed and 
we know the people who are neglecting them. 
 
Blake said why don’t we work together as staff and bring a proposed ordinance to the 
Commission next month. 
 
Arbor Day:Arbor Day:Arbor Day:Arbor Day:        
Mike said it would be good to have everyone go out and look for places that might be 
nice.  Scott said the parks division could also put together a list.  Scott said Blake 
would like to see more trees.   Scott asked the group to come back with ideas for 
Arbor Day. 
 
Mary said many trees at Constitution are really suffering.  Phyllis said after we have 
planted a tree we need to be sure they have more water.  Scott said we just planted 
one in Watkins.  We put root stimulator and make sure it is well watered for at least 
60 days.  Scott said he has assigned one individual to take care of those issues.  
Phyllis asked if it is the parks who maintain the depot area.  The trees have dead 
branches sticking out.  Scott said he will look into this.   
 
Nominations for ChairNominations for ChairNominations for ChairNominations for Chair    
Mike Phillips made a motion to nominate Mary Coleman for President in 2009, 
second by Phyllis Nielsen motion carried.   
 
Other Business:Other Business:Other Business:Other Business:    

• Scott will get with Adele on the tree staking at Christensen 
 

• Desirous non-desirous tree list update – Jolene will get outdated list to the 
committee members (see attached scan in minutes) 

 

• Scott numbering the trees and keeping a log on computer.  Mike thought this 
was a great idea.  It will help us to track problems or changes.  Scott said what 
a great way to track, by number. 

 

• Tree trimming/removal requests – now have that computerized 
 
 
Next Meeting: December 9th 4:30pm, Public Works Conference Room  



  



 


